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December Activities 
 
Dec. 2— Bible study group -7:00 pm at                                 
                                            Margaret Wilson‘s 
Dec. 3 —Building Comm. —7:30 pm 
Dec 5 — Dinner club 6:00 pm —  
                                              Pastor Gayle‘s 
Dec 7 — Couch Christmas party at 12 n. at  
                             Longhorn in Pineville 
Dec 10—Lessie Watson Circle meeting at         
                   church at 10:30 am w/spouses to 
                    go out to eat  
Dec 11—UMW meeting at 7:00 pm at 
                                                Joyce McGuirt‘s 
Dec 14—Men‘s Club   –7:15 am—Scout 
               Trustee meeting — 6:00 pm  

                new members coming on next year invited 
            —Church Council meeting — 7:00 pm  

News From Belair 

December 2008 

The church secretary’s  

office hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday 

8:00 am to 12:00 n 

  

The Pastor’s day off is 

Friday.  If there is an  

emergency, please call the  

parsonage or the church 

secretary. 

 

Parsonage phone 

803-548-3673 

 

Church secretary’s phone 

803-517-2558 

Weekly  Events 
 

Sundays Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 

             Worship Service   10:15 a.m. 

  Youth Group         5:30 p.m. 

Mondays Yoga          3:30 p.m. 

                         Exercise class         6:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays Bulletin Deadline  

  Grounds of Faith     6:00 p.m. 

  Prayer Service         7:00 p.m. 

  Choir Practice         7:30 p.m. 

Thursdays       Exercise class          6:00 p.m. 

             Cub Scouts              7:00 p.m. 

Saturdays AA           6:00 p.m. 

  Al-Anon          6:00 p.m. 

 



     The Wise Men used no maps.  Instead, they used a star.  Their footsteps on the ground matched the path the star 
took in the sky.  And nothing – not even King Herod, was going to distract them from following that star‘s every move. 
 When the star finally did stop ―over the place where Jesus lay,‖ the Wise Men stopped too (Matthew 2:9).  Not 
to rest, but to worship.  This is why they had come:  ―We saw his star in the east and have come to worship 
him‖ (Matthew 2:2).  So eager were they to worship Jesus that they had even brought along gifts that could not have 
been easy to carry – gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   
 This Advent Season let us look to the Wise Men to teach us where to focus our attention.  We set our sights on 
things above, where God is.  We draw closer to Jesus in the Word and in the sacraments.  And we worship him by of-
fering to him those parts of our lives and our possessions that may not be the easiest to give. 
 When our Advent journey ends, and we reach the place where Jesus lay, in Bethlehem, may we, like the Wise 
Men, fall on our knees and worship and adore him as our true and only King. 
 Since arriving in Indian Land in June, Danny, Craig and I have been blessed by your love and friendship.  You 
have made our family feel very welcome.  We are proud to be a part of the Belair UMC family.  Many of you have made 
sacrifices of your time and financial resources to assure that we are comfortable in the parsonage.  We are living and 
serving in the midst of a very caring and compassionate group of fellow Christians. 
 Thank you for your cards, your gifts and most especially for your prayers this Christmas season.  My prayer for 
you in that you will be blessed as you are a blessing.  Let us all continue to worship Jesus and continue to work to-
gether in harmony to do God‘s will. 
       Grace and Peace, 
        Gayle 

 
ANGEL TREE 

CARDS  
           (Angels From the School ) 

   There are 15 angel cards to be bought for. 
Of the cards 2 are for girls and rest are for 
boys.  
   Please have all the angel gifts back to the 
church wrapped and with the Angel Card on it 
with the Angel facing up . 
    If you have any question please see or call 
Pam Wiltsie at 984-6205 cell or 803-289-6268 
home Thank you for supporting this project. 

Evening Circle News 
 
     The evening circle shared a wonderful time at the lovely new home 
of Lane Williams.  
     Our Calendars are ready to go to press and will be available before 
the first of the year.  
     HURRY! HURRY ! Get your cookbooks Now for Christmas and / or 
birthday presents.  
     There are a lot of delicious recipes from our present and past mem-
bers. Please call Tina, Joanne or Gloria before they are all gone.  
     The organ is still for sale - if you know anyone interested, please 
call Tina  
     We have a beautiful set of china, some glass wear and a set of golf 
clubs, bag and carrier for sale. Make us an offer! 
     Our annual Christmas party will be Dec 11th,  7 
pm at the home of Joyce McGuirt. All ladies of the 
church are invited.  

The Belair Supper Club 
   The Supper Club will meet Friday eve-
ning, December 5, at 6:00 pm at the par-
sonage.  Reservations for this event must 

be made by contacting Pastor Gayle.  
Res-ervations are limited to the first 14 
people who sign up.  If more than that 
number wish to attend, a second club 

may be formed. 
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A Word From Pastor Gayle 

Exercise Group 
     The Exercise/ Weight Loss/Healthy Lifestyles group has begun an 
exercise class.  The class will meet at the church on Mondays and 
Thursdays at 6:00 pm.  They are using a DVD and VCR format.  
Come join the group.  Any skill level is acceptable.  Bring a bottle of 
water and come join the fun. 



I CORINTHIANS 13, CHRISTMAS VERSION 
If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of 
twinkling lights and shiny balls, but do not show love to my 
family, I‘m just another decorator. 
 If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of 
Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet meals and arrang-
ing a beautifully adorned table at mealtime, but do not 
show love to my family, I‘m just another cook. 
 If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing 
home, and give all that I have to charity, but do not show 
love to my family, it profits me nothing. 
 If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and 
crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday parties 
and sing in the choir‘s cantata, but do not focus on Christ, I 
have missed the point. 
 Love stops the cooking to hug the child. 
 Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the hus-
band. 
 Love is kind, though harried and tired. 
 Love doesn‘t envy another‘s home that has coordi-
nated Christmas china and table linens. 
 Love doesn‘t yell at the kids to get out of the way, 
but is thankful they are there to be in the way. 
 Love doesn‘t give only to those who are able to 
give in return, but rejoices in giving to those who can‘t. 
 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, and endures all things. 
 Love never fails.  Video games will break, pearl 
necklaces will be lost, and golf clubs will rust. 
 But giving the gift of love will endure forever. 
    Author Unknown 

Bible Study 

    A 4-week Advent series will begin on Tues-
day night, December 2 at 7:00 pm at the home 
of Margaret Wilsonôs.  You are invited to come 
and share Godôs Word in this small group set-
ting. Please call Cassie or Carol for more infor-

mation. 

Vote 2008-A Layperson‘s Perspective 

David A. Wiltsie—Belair UMC 

     ―This is the day that our newly elected officials have 
made:  let us rejoice and be glad we voted for them.‖  

How many of you are offended by this statement?  God 
―hit‖ me with this as I was driving down the road the other 

day.  Are you offended because the politician(s) you 

voted for did not get into office? 

     As I sit here contemplating the results of the American 
public‘s response to our newly voted-in politicians, my 
‗human‘ feelings have to be ‗quelled‘, and once more 
God has reminded me of my Christian obligations to-

wards those appointed to new leadership responsibilities.  
The unknown writer of Hebrews 13:17a says, ―Obey your 

leaders and submit to their authority.‖ (NIV)  The KJV 
states, ―Obey them that have rule over you and submit 

yourselves.‖ 

     This means that we NEED to support those elected 
officials in our Christian obligation no matter how or what 

we feel towards them.  Yes, we DID do our Christian, 
patriotic and American duty by voting;  though it may not 
have turned out the way we wanted (or expected) it to.  
Hasn‘t history shown this to us time and time again?  

Many times people have been ‗elected‘ to an office that 
other people did not want there.  God had David as king 
when the ‗people‘ wanted Saul (handsome, muscular, 

etc.) instead! 

      So, we as Christians need to ‗set the example‘ and 
not just sit around for the next 2 or 4 years pouting, whin-
ing and complaining about the current government.  Let‘s 
do our duties serving in God‘s work and try to act like the 
Christians that God wants us to be.  Let‘s keep His word 

in our minds—increase our FAITH and rely MORE on 

God! 

 Get involved!  Live God‘s word! 
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                A COVERED DISH LUNCH 
 On Sunday, December 14, immediately following 

the morning worship service. We invite you to 

share in a covered dish meal as we continue to 

celebrate the Christmas season. Bring your favorite 

dish and make plans now to join your church fam-

ily for a meal. 

Reminder 

Because of insurance regulations, the church will be 
locked with the exception of regular church office hours—
Tuesday through Thursday, 8:00 am till 12:00 noon 
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An Advent Family Worship Guide  
Advent is the first season of the Christian year. The name Advent comes from the Latin words, advenire (to come to) & adventus 
(an arrival), and refers to Christ's coming into this world.  

In preparation for Advent, gather and arrange:  

An evergreen wreath: Evergreens are an ancient symbol of immortality, life and growth and the everlasting love of God. The 
circle symbolizes the eternal and loving God who is, was and always will be.  

Five Candles: The five candles spread light into darkness. Three candles are purple, one is pink, and one is white. Each candle represents 
one week of Advent and will be lit accordingly. By the Fourth Sunday of Advent, all four candles are lit. The pink candle is lit on the Third Sun-
day of Advent, also known as Sunday of Joy. On Christmas Eve, the wreath will have a white candle in the center. The color white stands for 
purity and joy. It is known as the Christ candle, which represents Christ born on Christmas day.  

A stable scene or crèche: At the beginning of Advent, start with the empty stable. Add the following:  

1st week: Animals   2nd week: Manger (only with hay for animals)  

3rd week: Shepherds  4th week: Mary & Joseph    Christmas Day: Baby Jesus (placed in the manger)  

 

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT: òWONDERó  

We are filled with ―wonder‖ as we prepare for Christmas. We experience ―joy‖ as we think about the Christmas Story.   Long, long ago, people 
felt God was far away. Then, the teachings of the prophets helped people know more about God. Prophet Isaiah shared the idea that God is 
holy.  Hosea understood about God‘s forgiving love.  Amos taught that knowing God meant justice for all people.   But people looked for some-
thing more. They waited for the time when God would come to the humblest seekers like the shepherds. This happened on the first Christ-

mas!!!!   Today, we discover again the great mystery that God made himself known in the ―Child of Bethlehem.‖   BIBLE: Read Isaiah 9:6  

CANDLE & CRECHE: A child lights the first Advent Candle.  

THE FAMILY PRAYS TOGETHER:     

  O God,   As we prepare for the coming of Christmas,  may we be filled with wonder and praise.  

                        And may our home-life be touched by your love.   Amen.  

 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT: òJOYó  

A best known Christmas Carol begins with: ― Joy to the world, the Lord is come!‖ As we prepare to observe the birthday of Jesus, we feel the 
love that Ghas given to us in Baby Jesus. We are filled with joy and gladness.  St. Luke‘s beautiful words of the first Christmas highlight a spe-
cial meaning: ―I bring you Good News of a great joy… For to you is born this day, a savior, who is Christ the Lord.‖ (Luke 2:10-11)  BIBLE 

READING: Luke 2:6-16 (read by a family member)  

CANDLES & CRECHE: A child lights two Advent Candles. A child places the manger in the stable, and adds some hay to it.  

THE FAMILY PRAYS TOGETHER:  

O God . We are filled with joy-- As we prepare for the coming of the Christ-child!  

Help us share our joy and gladness with others.   Amen  

 
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT:óSHAREó  

In the Advent Season, we want to be generous and share with others. We help person who are less fortunate than ourselves. We discover the 

meaning of the beatitude ―Blessed are the pure in heart…‖ (Goodness flows from us as we help other persons. BIBLE: Matthew 5:8  

CANDLE & CRECHE: A child lights three of the Advent Candles. A child places the shepherds in the manger.  

THE FAMILY PRAYS TOGETHER:  

O God . We remember that the Christ-Child Is your gift to the world. Thinking about Jesus‘ birth gives us generous thoughts,. 

Help us, O God, to share our love with others. Amen 
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Please keep our service men in your prayers and send them a note. 
 

Captain Greg Lusk    Pickard, Jason T 
2913 Eden St. 2091    New address coming 
Camp Lejeune, NC 28547    
 
SN Boone, Kenneth J    GSMFR Wilson, Travis E.  Alex McCorkle 
08053A      2155 11th Street   437 East Oakwood Ave. 
601 D Street     Norfolk, VA 235210-3018  Albemarle, NC  28001 
Great Lakes IL 60088   (Charles & Lucille Wilson‘s grandson) (Pete & Mary McCorkle‘s grandson) 
(Shirley Mauney‘s grandson)  
 
  

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT: òLOVEó  

It is said that ―the best way to send an idea is to wrap it up in person.‖ This is what God did. God gave us Jesus to all persons. Love is the most 
important word for us during the Christmas season. A special Christmas Carol says:  

―Love came down at Christmas; love all lovely, love divine,  

Love was born at Christmas; stars and angels gave the sign.‖  

Our love for God is shown though our caring for other persons. Christmas means loving others in the spirit in which God gave us Jesus.  

 

BIBLE READING: (A family member reads this paraphrase of 1 Corinthians 13:4-8)  

CANDLE & CRECHE: A child lights the four Advent Candles. A child places Mary and Joseph in the stable.  

A PARENT SHARES: ―As the candle glows, let‘s now be silent as we think about the warmth of God‘s love.‖ (silence)  

THE FAMILY PRAYS TOGETHER:  
 O God, Thank you for your great love as we see Jesus Help us show your love to other persons.   Amen.  
 
CHRISTMAS EVE  

(Poem by Kenneth John Hildebrand)  

“Joy…pure joy…alive in the promise of God God‘s promise…fulfilled in the birth of a baby In the birth of that baby…we 

find complete joy Stop the search…and start the celebration For we have found our Lord Jesus and the gift of pure joy 
Light the Candle of Christò  

BIBLE: Read Luke 2:10-12  

 

THINKING ABOUT CANDLES (Told by a parent or older child)  

―We light our Christmas candle tonight to remember the light promised to people long ago. The bright stars shown on that first Christmas to 
announce the ―the Light of the World,‖ and helps us share this ―Good News‖ with others. The warmth and light of our candles remind us that 
Christians all around the world are also celebrating this story of God‘s love.‖  

CANDLES & CRECHE: Children light all 5 candles. A child also places the Baby Jesus on the hay in the manger.  

THINKING ABOUT GIFTS (Told by a parent or older child.)  

―Because Christmas is a happy time for us, we remember those we love with gifts. For the past few weeks, we enjoyed baking, choosing, and 
wrapping gifts for our family, friends, and other persons who need our help. We are glad-- not just because we receive-- but because we have 
had the joy of also making other persons happy.  

THE FAMILY PRAYER TOGETHER:  

 O God, we are happy , not because we enjoy receiving gifts. But, because we have the joy of making other person happy.  
 And we also thank you, God, for your love, Amen. 

 

Taken from 2006 Advent Devotional from: Christ United Methodist Church  Rochester, MN 55902 



December Birth-

days 

 1—Dwayne Hill 

 2—Foy Griffin 

      Pam Moore       

 3—Betty Wilson 

      Beth Phillips 

 4—Justin Marshall 

      Lynn McCorkle 

 5—Freida Baskins 

 6—Rick Howie 

 7—Robert Daniel Wilson 

 8—Diane Howie 

      Bob Paulson 

      Allison McDonald 

 9—Jordon Pickard 

10—Joan Edington 

11—Shelby Jamieson 

13—Amanda Kitchen 

14—Matthew Sexton 

16—Tim Wilson 

       Therese Schmal 

17—Dusty Hord 

19—Bo Huff       

      Joseph Paxton 

      Matt Barfield 

20—JoAnn Burt 

23—Jane Osborne  

27—Bleeka Griffin 

       David Anderson 

       Kevin Murphy 

28—Hall Pettus 

       Linda Pickard 

29—Herb Alainey 

       Kristen Marsella 

30—Bryson Marsella 

Anniversaries 

 1—John & Jenia Blackwell 

 7—Larry & Scarlett Rhodes 

      Robert Daniel &  

             Minnie Mae Wilson 

12—Jan & Herb Blainey 

19—Don & Jan Ashley 

       Raymond & Lori Griffin 

27—Dusty & Alisha Hord 

28—Ammishadai & Tillie Sackey 

"This is the confidence we have in approaching 

God: that if we ask anything according to his will, 

he hears us. And if we know that he hears us - 

whatever we ask - we know that we have what we 

asked of him"  

   (1 John 5:14-15). 

Charlie Amerson, Karen Anderson, Jim Baker, Christa 
Banks, Tye Blanton, Tal Boulware, Lou Broussard, Mil-
dred Brown, Phillip Burt, Courtney Campbell, Hannah 
Pressley-Currence, Marie Crawford, Lee Davis, Melissa 
Davis, Ruth Dixon,Paul Gallagher, Chet Helt, Betty Hol-
combe, Natalie Hord, Jim Howarth, Jimmy Kennedy, 
Nettie Kolberg, Logan Laney, Jill Lawson, Dean 
McCorkle, Pete McCorkle, Lynn Martin-Mobley, The 
McGraffe Family, Dorothy Mullis, Ray Mullis, Kenzie 
Patrick, Trey Pittman, India Reeves, Crystal Rockholt, 
Janice Starnes, Bill Tadlock, Sandra Wilbanks, Shirley 
Wilis, Bill Wilson, Charles and Lucille Wilson, Leon Wil-
son, Lucille Wilson, Hazel and Betty Wilson, Hazel 

8095 Shelley Mullis Road 
Indian Land, SC  29707 

803-547-6657 

In His Service  
Ushers:       Tina Black     
       Margaret Wilson  
Greeters:    Don & Linda McCorkle           
Organist::       Joyce McGuirt 
Pianist:        Debbie Kingbird 
Choir Director:       Lane Williams 
Sound Technician:   Harold McDonald:    

Belair United Methodist 

Church 

Our Mission is to share the good 

news of Jesus Christ and to nurture one 
another in Christian Living. 

A Note From HOPE 
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

   Your contributions of food and money during this difficult year 

are greatly appreciated.  Even more is needed now and in the com-

ing months so please be aware of those in our community who are 

less fortunate than you and who remain in dire need of your con-

tinuing help and generosity. 

 Sincerely, Elaine Adkins, Executive Director 


