Thank Yous

Dear Christian friends,

What a blessing I received on Wednesday evening. The meal, the singing, the message on fasting and the wonderful fellowship. I had such a renewed feeling when I left the church. What a wonderful group of people. There is no better, in my opinion. Thanks again. We'll be back, the good Lord willing. I'm looking forward to next Wednesday.

A truly grateful,

Jean Hastings

Dear Tony and the Belair Church,

Thank you so much for the prayers and abundance of giving during my grandpa's illness and passing. It was so wonderful to see and hear what he meant to everyone. During the service you mentioned words that described him and a word that someone mentioned during visitation and that has stayed with me is steadfast. What a perfect word to describe my grandpa, Ben Ray Wilson. He was such a wonderful blessing to us and we miss him so much. But I know that he is alive and healthy and we will see him again. Again, thank you for being there on his last days and providing comfort through friendship and Scripture.

Sincerely,

Karrie Crocker
 

Holy Matrimony!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Jason Thomas Pickard, son of Tom and Linda Pickard, officially announces his engagement to Lorin Ivey Sistare, daughter of Connie and Rusty Brannon on December 31, 2007. Lorin is a member of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Lancaster where she is an active member of her church.

 

 

The United Methodist Women 

The United Methodist Women will sponsor another meal after worship on Sunday, March 9. The menu will be baked spaghetti, salad, bread, home-made cobbler and ice cream. Costs will be $5 for adults and $2.50 for children under 10. Please mark this date and join us for food and fellowship.

 
Words of Gratitude and Encouragement

Dave Wiltsie was recently approved by the Rock Hill District as a Local Church Lay Speaker. This means that Dave has received training to preach in the pulpit at Belair. The next phase of the journey is Certified Lay Speaking which will enable Dave to preach in other churches in the district. Please acknowledge Dave's accomplishment and let him know he is in your prayers.
 

A Word about Kairos
Kairos--Greek for "Special Time", God's Special Time! And not just for the residents (inmates); it also applies to us -the volunteers that train and go inside the prison to share God's love. It also involves YOU. Yes, YOU-the 'volunteers' that PRAY for us, BAKE and Bless the cookies, or sends us the 'Green Agape' (money) needed to put on a weekend at the prison. Did you know that without YOU (praying and baking), the weekend WILL NOT SURVIVE!!! 

Kairos is used to introduce to the residents that were chosen to participate in the weekend (usually 36 residents) and to encourage them to establish a continuing ministry, especially after the volunteers have gone back home after the weekend. The purpose of Kairos is to create small Christian communities throughout the institution which will draw the participants into a living relationship with Christ through Prayer and Share groups, and/or Bible study groups. We, the inside volunteers, participate and introduce them to these methods by showing them Christ's love through 'servitude', but only by God's grace can we accomplish this amazing feat! 

We accomplish this through carefully coordinated 'talks', discussions, Chapel meditations, and, yes-MUSIC!! These all flow from one event into another. It's like having 'steps' each hour, each day, over the course of (3) days, until they reach the 'top'. And it's not just the residents that scale that "mountaintop". The volunteers get just as much out of it, if not more-than the involved residents! 

How about some stats? To start, we at Kershaw Kairos aim to take inside 6,000 dozen cookies (that's 72,000 single cookies!) to serve internally. Recidivism (re-offense after leaving prison) rates: Comparisons showed non-Kairos persons reentering society recommitted crimes at a 23.4% rate. Kairos attendees showed a drop to 10%, the equivalent to a 57% recidivism rate! 

Kairos was started in a Florida prison in 1976, and by 2004 showed over 20,000 volunteers in 33 states within the US! Kairos International has started programs in prisons now in Costa Rica, England, Ireland, Australia, South Africa, and Canada! 

We don't just 'walk away' after our 3-day weekend either. We follow up monthly with a "reunion" on the third Saturday with previous Kairos participants with food, song, a talk from both a resident and a volunteer, and Christ-centered discussions. 

Interested? You can get information on the internet at: www.kairosprisonministry.org; or talk to one of the team members at church associated with the Kairos program. There are many areas to get involved with: Inside Team; Kitchen Angels, Agape Team, or even as a food runner!  
David Wiltsie and Bob Kingbird will be participating in the Kairos Walk on April 2, 2008 to April 6, 2008. We are asking for the church to start making cookies now. Our commitment as a church is 300 dozen cookies. If you need a container to put the cookies in, please contact Pam or David Wiltsie at home 803-289-6268 or Pam cell phone 984-6205 it is local for Indian land. Kairos will also take cash donation to cover the cost of the walk and lot of prayers. A pray vigil will be place out in March for the church to sign up for times to pray for the Kairos teams and the residents on the walk. 
 

 

2008 Strategic Plan 
The Planning and Growth Committee recommends that the following be completed in the 2008 church year.

The number one goal for Belair for 2008 is nurturing of inactive members.

Facilities 

Building:

Establish additional building accessibility for handicapped persons

Update and improve lighting in sanctuary

Paint nursery and furnish with new curtains and linens. Attach furniture to walls for 

safety.

Parking:

Parking lots need to be resealed or at least patched

Traffic patterns need additional marking

More parking spaces are needed – Develop parking in the rear of the building.

Space and Growth

Develop an in-depth plan for additional space for social hall, classrooms, offices, etc. This plan should include plans for revising use of current space.

Signs

Install additional signs to identify office, Sunday School rooms and restrooms

Grounds:

Establish procedure for general care of cemetery such as what kind of flowers can be used in the cemetery and for how long flowers can remain, who is responsible for removing flowers, etc.

Establish a procedure for regular clean-up of cemetery

Establish plan for regular maintenance of lawn and flower beds (fertilize, aerate, weed, treat fire ants, trim plants, etc.)

Evaluate outside stairs for potential safety problems.

Nurturing

Develop programs related to life-style and life-stage ministries (See materials at Cokesbury and contact Rev. Kevin Cooley at Philadelphia United Methodist Church in Fort Mill for details about their use of a trained family life counselor) This activity should be led by the Family Ministries Committee.

To help in filling leadership positions in the church, Lay Leadership should survey members regarding positions they may be interested in. These interest surveys should be considered when recruiting people to serve in the various positions within the church. 

Consider establishing a committee responsible for guiding the congregation through the challenges of growth, diversity and changing identity.

Worship:

Work with trustees to improve lighting in sanctuary

Work with trustees to provide hearing enhancements in the sanctuary

Music needs a broader range of musical styles (Mix traditional and modern music. Use "special" music as well as total choir presentations. Include musical instruments other than just piano and organ. Special requests for music – patriotic, seasonal, etc – should be made to the choir director at least two weeks in advance to allow preparation time. Consider music related to special events such as Salkehatchie visit.)

Re-activate tape ministry.

Consider 5th Sunday or other designated time for a contemporary worship service.

Consider periodical service outside the sanctuary during sermon time for children 3rd grade and under.

Mix old and new ushers. Perhaps training is needed again.

Communications:

A slogan for Belair should be chosen and incorporated into the appropriate literature and advertisements.

In an effort to identify and train new leaders, conduct a spiritual gifts survey to determine where members' interests lie in contributing to the welfare of the whole. Ensure feedback from survey. (see survey from Little River UMC)

Incorporate more human interest stories and humor in the newsletter.

Community

Re-activate the music ministry for nursing homes

Outreach

Call visitors after pastoral contact.

Consider small group ministries such as sheparding, cottage ministries, etc. These groups will be able to assist with the follow-up and communication with the home-bound as well as the day-to-day support of other congregational members. Leaders of each group would serve for one year. Small group meetings will be encouraged for socialization, Bible study, or prayer. These groups will be a good access point for new members or others interested in becoming a part of Belair. 

WOE should make contact with 80 members who will lose their membership in 2008 and determine why they are not attending and what would make Belair more relevant. Stress the jeopardy of losing membership, the rules of the Untied Methodist Church regarding membership, and the confidentiality of responses. Results should be shared with appropriate committees for follow-up.

The Planning and Growth Committee is not responsible for implementation of goals. Committees are responsible to report to the Church Council if the goal is addressed or if it is not and why.

Adopted by Church Council February 10,2008

 BELAIR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

FEBRUARY 10, 2008

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Jan Blainey said the 9:15 staring time for Sunday School seems to be working out better for almost everyone. She is still requesting help with teaching the children's class.

FINANCE

Margaret Wilson said we ended 2007 with $630.00 to the good. We were $15,000.00 behind in our giving based on budget projects. The year end report and the annual audit have been completed and sent to the District Office. Margaret went over a new procedure and a change in the form for re-imbursements and spending. If you spend any money, the chairman of your committee must also sign the expenditure form. Phillip Burt moved that we transfer the $630.00 to the Building Fund. This was approved.

PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS 

Phillip said they had completed the church profile. He said the District Superintendent had met with the committee last month as she had with every church whose minister had been at their pastorate for at least four years.

WITNESS/OUTREACH & EVANGELISM

Bob Paulson said the committee is in the process of calling inactive members. Kathy James, from the District Office, will meet will them in March to talk about establishing small group ministries. A representative from the Red Cross will also be talking to them about having a blood drive at our church.

MISSIONS

Harold talked about an upcoming UMVIM trip to the Black Foot Indian Reservation in Montana. If you are interested in going, please contact Harold. Harold read a request from Peggy McDonald to allow Allison McDonald and Haley Rabic to raise money to help pay for their Y-Net trip to Washington, DC. The Council commended them and told them to go ahead.

CAMPUS

Bob suggested having a Sunday School Class for college students who are home for spring break. Everyone agreed that it was good idea but because spring breaks are not all at the same time, it would be hard to schedule.

COMMUNICATIONS

Karen Paulson explained the new church website. They have decided to save costs on mailing the newsletter by having it included in the bulletin once a month. Fewer newsletters will have to be mailed.

PLANNING & GROWTH

The 2008 Strategic Plan is complete and our #1 goal is nurturing inactive members. The plan is a motion; it was seconded by Phillip and approved by the Council.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Tina said the women are hoping to jumpstart the fund raising for the new building with another meal after worship on March 9th. The long awaited cookbook proof has been mailed to the printer.

UNITED METHODIST MEN

Harold said the men and women had enjoyed breakfast that morning.

OTHER

Harold told everyone that David Wiltsie had completed Lay Speaker School and is now a local church lay speaker. We need to congratulate him.

PASTOR

Pastor Tony said it was rather strange being at his church the day before and 280 people there and not having a apart of the service. He said the Catholics seemed so excited about being able to worship in there community that he hopes we can share some of that excitement. He reminded everyone of all our prayer concerns in the bulletin and added: Doug Wilson, Lee's daughter, Robin, Rick Howie and Marie Crawford. Next Pastor Tony read a letter from the DS giving us permission to hold a special charge conference to appoint our Building Committee. The DS said these are exciting times at Belair.

Harold closed the meeting with prayer.

 

 

Yoga Exercise Class

For the past 4 years a few faithful people have met with our instructor, Shannon Brunet, to relax and stretch out our aching muscles. As we meet each week, you can hear at least one class member saying "I really need this today. I've had a stressful week (day, weekend) and I've been looking forward to relaxing." Most of us have had back problems and are glad to have this class to get us "unkinked" once a week. We also look to this time to reduce the stress we're experiencing in our lives. Our doctors are delighted that we are participating for the physical and mental benefits that yoga provides.

As we spread out our mats, turn down the lights and start the soft music, Shannon leads us through a series of poses (slow, easy movements) that increase our flexibility and improve our balance. This is not a "stand-on-your-head" or "put-your-foot-behind-your-ear" kind of yoga. Just a good gentle workout. We're reminded to take deep breaths and not lock our joints. A little work with elastic bands gives us resistance exercise and the last few poses relax those muscles that have been working. 

Yoga is suitable for all ages and all fitness levels. Yoga is a non-competitive enjoyable activity that can produce amazing results, it promotes our health and well being by physical exercise; it strengthens our body, our blood circulation and our inner organs.

Join us for a trial run. The cost is $5 per session. Your time will be well spent. Monday and Thursdays from 3:30 to 4:30 pm at the Belair Scout Hut.

 

 

 

Natural Church Development

Belair United Methodist Church

Minimal Factor—Functional Structures

In September, 2007 Belair had a congregational meeting during which a nominal group process was used to allow members to make suggestions for improving functional structures within the church. The following list is a compilation of the suggestions in the order of priority set by the members in attendance. Numbers 14 –25 are in no specific order as they did not receive votes for prioritization. Some of the suggestions did not fall under the jurisdiction of the minimal factor and have been forwarded to the appropriate committees. Each suggestion was taken seriously and appreciated. 

This process can be successful only if the members of Belair are willing to take the gathered information, prayerfully decide what he/she can do to carry out the suggestions and be supportive of the pastor and the members of the various structures in place. A chain is only as strong as it's weakest link and Belair has many strong links. 

Functional Structures Group Process Results

1. Communication

2. New recreation hall -referred to Building Comm

3. Contemporary Music -referred to Worship Comm

4. Uplifting Music for Youth -referred to Worship Comm

5. Improve sound system for hearing impaired -referred to Trustees

6. Commitment of members

7. Projection screen for songs -referred to Trustees

8. Improvement of children's programs

9. Involve all people in church plans

10. Establish small groups according to geographical regions -referred to WOE

11. Move to two services -referred to Worship Comm

12. Leader Training for each office -conducted by district

13. More large print materials -already addressed by Worship Com

14. Need more volunteers

15. Involve more people in present programs

16. More visitation

17. Improve lay leadership

18. Pledge our money to give us goals

19. Family nights once a month

20. Advertise our strengths

21. List responsibilities of committees in directory

22. Have meetings immediately after church to improve attendance

23. Make organizational flow chart of structures

24. Follow-up with plans

25. Committee-to-committee communication

Communication has been identified as the biggest stumbling block to functional structures at Belair. The Natural Church Development Health Team has determined several suggestions to improve communication within the structures and within the church. 

As with any group, the leaders can only be as effective as the group they represent. Communication is a give and take process and only works when it flows back and forth. It is the responsibility of the leaders to provide information and the responsibility of the group to accept, seek out and use the information that is provided.

These suggestions to begin the improvement of communication within the church are by no means complete. Additional suggestions and ideas are always welcome. Each member comes to this problem from a different prospective and that prospective can initiate a solution that may not have been considered. 

--Committees could provide highlights of meetings and decisions for the monthly newsletter.

--Members can find meeting announcements in the bulletin and newsletter.

--Budget information is provided to members periodically and questions can be addressed to Margaret Wilson.

--Newsletter is available for communicating workings of the church, activities of groups, needs within the church, general information about members, fun things to share. There is not a designated writer for the newsletter. It is open to anyone who would like to provide information. It is designed to be a collaborative effort.

--Information that needs to be published in the local newspapers should be sent to Karen Paulson with 2 weeks lead time.

--Information for the weekly bulletin should be sent or delivered to Linda Pickard at the church office by Wednesday of the week it is to be printed.

Communication is the first area to be addressed. The other areas will not be discarded or ignored. It is important for the Health Team to focus our efforts on one weakness at a time. This does not mean that we can't be thinking and working on the others. Any person who has ideas about how to address the other weaknesses is welcome to volunteer to work on strengthening that particular area. 

 

 

Older Adult Spiritual Life Retreat

A few days at the beach with old friends is just too good an adventure to pass up. Every year I look forward to the UMC Spiritual Life Retreat at Springmaid with friends from the church I attended in Chester. The first thing that I always notice is the sea of white heads!! I can't be old enough to be here. Then I notice that these older people are scurrying around registering the crowd, arranging furniture and leading programs. They have more energy than I've had in years. The nice gentleman ahead of me on the stair climb to the third floor meeting was encouraging me on the last leg of the climb. I was panting and he wasn't even out of breath. That really hurt my feelings since he was at least 15 years older than I am.

This year's retreat topic was "Victorious Living" and our speaker was Dr. George Mathison from Auburn United Methodist Church in Auburn, Alabama. His messages were short, to-the-point and inspirational. He gave us keys to victorious living, ways to face the giants in our lives, tips for conquering fear, and methods for praying victoriously. The program included Sing-A-Longs, recreation, and a chance to reflect on the scriptures and words that could strengthen our faith.

Cokesbury had a wonderful selection of books and all of us came away with reference books for ourselves and gifts for family and friends. Shopping with those attending the retreat gave us a chance to compare notes and share favorite selections with each other.

The retreat is sponsored by the South Carolina Conference Council On Older Adults. I highly recommend this retreat as a chance to get away from everyday life and concentrate on your spiritual inner being. There is also a lot of laughter and fun as participants make new friends and reconnect with old friends. Next year's retreat is scheduled for February 3-5, 2009. Watch for information on registration this fall.

 

 

Marie Crawford's temporary address:
Carrington Place

600 Fulton Lane Rm. 314 A

Matthews, NC 28105

(704)815-4314

 

 

Please write our Service Men

Captain Greg Lusk SPC Paul Swan 

2913 Eden St. 

C/O ODA 3314 
Camp Lejeune, NC 28547 

CJSOFT-A TF 72 

APO AE 09354 
 

SPC Swan, Michael C.  SN Boone, Kenneth J 

Co C 1-118th SECFOR 

NMT/08053 

Jalalabad, JAF

601 D Street 

Camp Hughie

Great Lakes IL 60088 

APO, AE 093

20 (Shirley Mauney's grandson) 
 

CMCA Crawford, Anthony GSMFR Wilson, Travis E.

CM "A" School Class 08085 2155 11th Street

363 White House Way Norfolk, VA 235210-3018

Port Hueneme, CA 93043-4303

(Charles & Lucille Wilson's grandsons) 

 

Alex McCorkle

437 East Oakwood Ave.

Albemarle, NC 28001

(Pete & Mary McCorkle's grandson)

 

 

The Easter Season

The Easter Season, also known as the Great Fifty Days, begins at sunset on Easter Eve and continues through the Day of Pentecost. According to Venerable Bede the word Easter came from Eastre, the Anglo-Saxon goddess whose holiday was on the spring equinox. At this season we celebrate with joy Christ's resurrection and ascension and the giving of the Holy Spirit on the first Easter (John 20:22-23) and on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2).

Easter is the first Sunday after the full moon that occurs on or next after March 21, the spring equinox. Easter can be anytime from March 22 through April 25. The date may differ in Orthodox Churches.

White and gold are joyous and festive colors to use at Easter and throughout the Easter Season on cloths for altar, pulpit and stoles and banners. 

Like the women who came to the tomb at dawn, many churches have sunrise services as the first service of Easter. The sunrise is a symbol of Jesus' resurrection.

Symbols of Resurrection

Empty Cross:

The cross is empty because Jesus rose from the dead. 

Empty Tomb: 

Jesus defeated the power of death and left the tomb. 

Butterfly and Cocoon: 

Out of a seemingly lifeless cocoon, a caterpillar is transformed into a butterfly. 

Lily and Bulb:

A green and flowering plant grows from a bulb that seems lifeless. 

Peacock:

Every year the peacock sheds and regrows his splendid tail feathers. 

Phoenix or Fire Bird:

This mythical bird was said to rise from the ashes of fire that burned its old body. 

 

 

