Belair’s Newsletter January, 2008

Communications

I’m honored and excited about serving Belair in the area of communications for the next year. I have already done some work on our church website and Linda, Tony, and I have started working on some changes to the newsletter. We hope you like what you see and encourage you to give us feedback.

Website: The website is now hosted by e-zekiel.com, a church-friendly webhost that is used by many United Methodist churches. This host offers a lot of user-friendly services and will give us more flexibility in website design as well as the ability to offer more services in terms of communicating with our members and even providing podcasts of our services and special events. I invite you to visit us online at http://www.belairumchurch.org. In the coming months I hope you will find yourself going more and more to our website for information about Belair and its people. The site has a calendar that is updated each time something is scheduled, information about youth activities and other events, as well as photos of our everyday life. Recent additions include memorials for Buck Pierce and Ben Ray Wilson, and incriminating photos of special things that happened in church in January. You will also be able to view and download each Sunday’s bulletin if you like. The bulletin will be on the website as soon as it is completed each week, usually on Friday.

Newsletter: Belair’s newsletter has been a helpful, albeit cumbersome communication tool for our church. It’s a monumental project to gather news, do the layout, printing and mailing. In an effort to trim costs and time, we would like to try doing something different. Instead of a newsletter that is mailed to everyone once a month, we will have an extra-large bulletin on the 3rd Sunday of each month. You’ll receive the newsletter when you arrive for worship that Sunday. But we are not forgetting our shut-ins and others that are unable to come on Sunday! We have formulated a new mailing list and will mail the newsletter and bulletin to those folks. The publication will also be online on our website for downloading and extra copies will be left in the entrances for picking up. We hope you will find the pull-out monthly calendar to be helpful, as well. 

“So what can I do?” you may be asking. Well, give us your email addresses, for one. The new website has the capability for us to build email lists to use for meeting reminders as well as general announcements. And give us your news, photos, and feedback for the website as well as the newsletter. And tell your friends to look us up on the web! Can’t remember the web address? Just Google “Belair United Methodist.” We’ll pop up a couple of times right on the first page!

In His Service,

Karen Paulson

In Our Prayers

Our Christian love and sympathy is extended to the following: The Johnson family, in the death of Elmore Pierce; the Wilson and Hill families in the death of Ben Ray Wilson; and the Hasting family in the death of Johnny Brinegar. Please keep these families in your prayers.

 

Thank Yous

During the illness and death of my husband, Jimmie Crawford, I realized how fortunate I am to be surrounded by such loving people. I thank Pastor Tony for his support during Jimmie’s illness and during our bereavement. I also thank Pastor Tony for his continued visits. Gloria Garris and Jeania Blackwell have been my special “angels” as well as my close friends. They have been available whenever I have had a need. I also thank my step-brother James Howie for his support and his advice. I am so blessed to be related to James. The women of Belair have provided food and prayers for which I am grateful. I also thank my neighbors in Ashbrooke for their help and support.

I am feeling better now and hope to be back at Belair soon. In the meantime, I covet both your prayers and your visits.

Sincerely,

Marie Crawford 
 

This is so long overdue but I wanted to have all the information to give you and I still don't know all the details. But as a family we want to say thanks to our church family and the fire dept and other friends who supported the fund raiser for Harold's trip. We were so surprised and overjoyed at the many folks who helped and supported this project. Harold's money needed to be in by the end of December and I thought it would take at least two fund raisers but he received all the money he needed in one meal. Belair always amazes me. All we can say is thank you-THANK-YOU from the bottom of our hearts. Harold's money is all paid. The trip is now planned for the end of May. As most of you know Harold was on a mission trip when Roger had the accident and for Harold it has been a very hard thing to accept but to go and work to either build or work on a church in Roger's memory is very important to Harold. Thank you again and we will let you know more about the trip as we know more. 

Peggy and family

Youth Group 

The youth group will be heading to Springmaid Beach the weekend of Feb. 15-17 for this year’s Spiritual Life Retreat. We’re taking 19 students and 6 adult leaders—our largest group in several years. We’re pleased to have Debbie and Bob Kingbird, and also Harold McDonald, helping with the group these days, as well as great involvement by parents. The adults who will be going to Springmaid are Mark Enos, Annie Smith, Bob and Debbie Kingbird, Tony Adams and Bob Paulson. Allison McDonald and Haley Rabic are part of the Youth Network Group this year, the group that organizes and leads the retreats (our weekend is just one of several retreats being held this year). It’s great having leaders like this in our youth group!

 

Job Function Workshop

Pastor Tony, Bob Paulson, Dave Wiltsie, Harold McDonald and Charles Schisler attended the Rock Hill District Job Function Workshop in Clover on Jan. 13. The workshop had several opportunities for pastors and laity to learn about ministry, evangelism and other church duties. Harold felt the workshop was well worth his while. “I attended the Natural Church Development workshop,” he said. “It was taught by Rev. Judson King.” Harold said Belair’s Health Team has already done a lot of what he heard about at the workshop, but he was struck by a particular illustration King used: 

“He [King] had a slide of a wagon with square wheels on it. The wagon was filled with round wheels and a person was trying to move the wagon. King said ‘God has given the church all the resources we need to do what He wants us to do. We just have to figure out how to best utilize them.’” Then King showed a slide with the round wheels on the wagon and the square wheels piled inside. The person was riding on the wagon as it rolled easily down a hill.”

 

BELAIR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CALLED CHARGE CONFERENCE

Thursday, November 29, 2007 – 7:30 pm

District Superintendent Sara White called the meeting to order with nineteen members present, thirteen of those being voting members of the Administrative Council. She said this was a called Charge Conference which means there was only one matter up for discussion. Using The Book of Discipline, specifically Paragraph 25.43, the DS explained the steps required for starting a building program. The Building Study Committee must prepare a report that analyzes the needs of the church and the community. This report is presented at a called Charge Conference. If received favorably then the Committee on Lay Leadership much then select a Building Committee. This Committee will develop a proposal including building plans and financing options. That report will first be presented to the Rock Hill District Church and Location Committee. Then, the report must be presented to the congregation of Belair for approval. The DS then asked if we had any questions. I asked how long this process would take. She said it could take anywhere from six months to two years. The most important part is developing a strong capital campaign.

JoAnn Burt presented the report from the Building Study Committee. The DS asked if there was any discussion. Tina Black thanked JoAnn and the committee for all their work. JoAnn said they had already met with the Rock Hill District Church and Location Committee and had received a favorable response. The vote was called for and the report passed unanimously.

The next step is for the Committee on Lay Leadership to select a Building Committee. Margaret Wilson asked about how many should serve on this committee. The DS said The Discipline says at least three; she feels an odd number is best and suggested seven or nine. She said she would be praying for them whoever they are. The committee on Lay Leadership will meet on January 27. DS White adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted by Cassie M. Stump, Recording Secretary  

 

United Methodist Women 

The United Methodist Women meet at the beautiful home of Zeb and Mary Jo Green’s this month. What a treat. I wish all of you could have been there. Our thanks to this warm and loving couple who invited us. We had our business meeting and our prayer joys and concerns. Then our friend and beloved member Grace McBride blessed us with our program. As I always tell Grace, she certainly missed her calling, she would have been a wonderful pastor but I guess wife, mother, grandmother, prayer partner and Christian friend is enough for her. After our program we were treated to a tour of the Green's home. WOW it is really nice. Then we had a very nice lunch.. Talked a little bit longer and then went on our way. Tina we did everything you told us to do. Please ladies think about joining us. We meet the second Wednesday of the month at 10:30 at the church. In March we will meet with the night circle at Belair and will be our combined meeting with Osceola (they will have the meeting and we fix the goodies) Try to start the year out by meeting with us. 

LET'S EAT OUT !! 

We are back by special Demand. PLEASE JOIN US 

The Belair UMW will sponsor Let's Eat Out January 27th in the social hall immediately after Church. Beef Stew over rice, green beans, bread, tea and dessert is the menu. All you can eat until we run out. Cost $4 -- children under 10 $2 or Donation - All money will go to our "Special Fund" that is designated for the Church Building Fund. Take outs will be available - to be ready without waiting requests can be given to Tina in advance or show up at the "Take out counter" 

We hope that you will stay and have some good food and fellowship with us. 

2008 calendars are available. They cost $4 each. Please see Cassie Stump or Tina Black if you need one.

The UMW cookbook will be ready for Mother’s Day. 

The Ladies will be having some fun things to do this year to help get our Building Fund in Gear - So Please Support US ! 

 

Financial Report End-of- Year 2007

Actual income giving for the budget was $140,456. and interest of $8,037.

Expenses were $147,863.

A detail of finances for 2007 will be given at the February Council Meeting.

Our budget for 2007 was $163,510. We were short in our giving by $15,647.

Our budget for 2008 is $166,057 with $3,194 needed each week.

Please pray about your commitment to meet the ministries of Belair this coming year.

Margaret Wilson, Chair of Finance 

 

HOPE AT BUMC

H.O.P.E. of Lancaster (Helping Other People Effectively ) is in need of the following: They are completely out of jelly and corn meal (used to make corn bread), please give canned meats of any kind, and canned fruits of any kind, except pineapple. Thank you for your continued support of H.O.P.E. - One more particular need is volunteers. For more information please contact

Pastor Tony. 

“Thought for the Month”

God has given the church all the resources we need to do what He wants us to do. We just have to figure out how to best utilize them. 

 

